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of a national triumph, since they were an exclusive corpora-
tion ; none the less the reduction of the Hansards to an
equality with other merchants was the first step towards the
complete liberation of English commerce from all privileged
societies, native as well as foreign. Herein lies its signifi-
cance.
Hamburg was a member of the Hanseatic League, and
wntorets *ke privileged position assigned to the Merchant Adventurers
in G&- there was a direct challenge thrown down to the League on
many' its native heath. The challenge was at once taken up, and
pressure was brought to bear upon Hamburg to expel the
intruders. The city was bound for ten years by the concordat
of 1567, but when the term expired it was inhibited from
renewing the privileges of the Company by a decree of the
assembly of the League ordering that the Merchant Adven-
turers at Hamburg should be " used there as other strangers
were " x. The response of the English Government was to
place the Hansards on the same footing as other foreigners
(1578), which meant that they were deprived of ' the liberty
of subjects', namely, the right to pay the same customs as
natives 2. The League showed its resentment by levying
a heavy imposition on all goods brought into its terri-
tories by English traders,' to be exacted with arrears from
1560 y ; but when Elizabeth retaliated with a counter-duty
it hastened to withdraw the imposition 3. The attempt to
bring pressure to bear upon the League through the Steel-
yard in London failed 4; and the Merchant Adventurers had
now to seek a fresh residency. Emden, where they had been
settled for a short time in 1564, was again chosen as the seat
1 State Papers Foreign, 1578-1579, pp. 22, 383 ; Acts of the Privy
Council, 1577-1578, p. 301 ; 1581-1582, p. 226.
* State Papers Domestic, 1595-1597, p. 123. A document, dated 1578,
recites the grievances against the Hansards : State Papers Foreign, 1578-
1579, p. 112.
8 The imposition amounted to 7f per cent. It was first imposed in
November 1579; Elizabeth followed suit, and it was revoked in November
1581 : Acts of the Privy Council, 1580-1581, p. 206 ; 1581-1582, p. 318 ;
State Papers Foreign, 1583, and Addenda, p. 559 ; State Papers Domestic,
I595-I597* P- 123 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, ii. 500.
4 E.g. the Steelyard was allowed to export unfinished cloth on condition
it used its " good offices to restore the ancient amity " : Acts of the Privy
Council, 1578-1580, p. 31; Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, ii. 182, 232.